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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-32 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

3. Claims 1-2, 4, 7-13, 17-18, 20, 23-29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gressel (U.S. 6,311,272). 

As per claims 1 and 17, Gressel discloses a method and 
computer readable medium for replacing an applicant's existing 
master template with a replacement master template in a 
biometric verification system that stores an existing master 
template for each biometric sample for said applicant, said 
method comprising steps of: receiving a live image of a 
biometric sample from said applicant; generating a live template 
from said live image; generating a compatibility template from 
said live image if said live template fails to correspond to 
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said existing master template according to predefined criteria; 
generating said replacement master template from said live image 
if said compatibility template corresponds to said existing 
master template according to predefined criteria; and storing 
said replacement master template (see column 5 lines 9-30) . 

As per claims 2 and 18, Gressel discloses the compatibility 
template is compatible with the existing master template (see 
column 5 lines 9-30) . 

As per claims 4 and 20, Gressel discloses the system stores 
multiple master templates for each biometric sample for the 
applicant (see column 5 lines 13-17) . 

As per claims 7-13, 23-29, Gressel discloses the biometric 
sample being a fingerprint, voiceprint, handprint, hand writing, 
hand geometry, facial geometry, and facial recognition (see 
column 6 lines 29-38) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically- 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
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art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 5-6, 19, 21-22 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gressel as applied to 

claims 1 and 17 above, and further in view of Hoffman et al 

(U.S. 5,613,012) . 

As per claims 3, 5, 19 and 21, Gressel fails to disclose 
the system stores enrollment data and identification data 
comprising primary identification data, secondary identification 
data, if any, and financial account data, if any, for said 
applicant (for claims 5 and 21 Gressel discloses saving multiple 
copies as described in claims 4 and 20) . 

However, Hoffman et al teaches the system stores enrollment 
data and identification data comprising primary identification 
data, secondary identification data, if any, and financial 
account data, if any, for said applicant (see column 49 lines 
52-63 where the address etc are the enrollment data) . 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to save the personal and 
enrollment data from Hoffman et al with the biometric data of 
Gressel . 
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Motivation to do so would have been to provide a safer and 
more convenient way to identify someone (see Hoffman et al 
column 50 lines 45-47) . 

As per claims 6 and 22 , the modified Gressel and Hoffman et 
al system discloses the method occurs when the applicant access 
the system (see Hoffman et al column 49 lines 52-63) . 
6. Claims 7-15 and 23-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Gressel as applied to claims 1 and 17 
above, and further in view of Association for Biometrics (AfB) 
and International Computer Security Association (ICSA) "1998 
Glossary of Biometric Terms" (webpage) hereinafter AfB. 

As per claims 14 and 30, Gressel fails to disclose the 
biometric sample being a retinal scan. 

However, AfB discloses a retinal scan as a biometric (see 
Part III) . 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to use AfB's retinal scan 
as a biometric sample in Gressel' s system. 

Motivation to do so would have been to analyze the blood 
vessels situated at the back of the eye (see AfB Part III) . 

As per claims 7-13, 15, 23-29, 31, the modified Gressel and 
AfB system discloses the biometric sample being a fingerprint, 
voiceprint, handprint, hand writing, hand geometry, facial 
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geometry, facial recognition, and an iris scan (see AfB Part 
III) . 

7. Claims 16 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Gressel as applied to claims 1 and 17 
above, and further in view of Houvener (U.S. 6,424,249). 

As per claims 16 and 32, Gressel fails to disclose the 
biometric sample being thermal imaging. 

However, Houvener discloses a thermal imaging biometric 
sample (see column 1 lines 15-30) . 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to use Houvener' s 
biometric sample in Gressel' s system. 

Motivation to do so would have been for user authentication 
(see Houvener column 1 lines 15-30) . 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Bianco et al 
(U.S. 6,256,737) discloses a biometric based enrollment system, 
Piosenka et al (U.S. 4,993,068) discloses different types of 
biometric samples, and Tuai (U.S. 5,153,918) discloses 
replacement (updating) of a voice based biometric sample. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Pyzocha whose telephone number is (571) 272-3875. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm first Fridays of the 
bi-week off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be 
reached on (571) 272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is. assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



MJP 




